
Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 1 February, 2011

Between 7.00pm and 8.15pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present
John Hartshorne Chairman Ron Holden Clive Emerson
Val Corbett Vice Chair Harry Scott Sarah Robson

In attendance
Martin Chilvers
George Chapman

Clerk
Parishioner

David Coulter Hexham Courant

1. Apologies for absence
There were no apologies for absence.

2.  Minutes of the previous meeting 
The minutes of the previous meeting, having been circulated, were accepted as a true record and signed 
by the Chairman.

3. Matters arising
a. item 3b: Conveyance of two gifts of land to the Parish Council – Update: The Clerk reported he had spoken 

to Mr Carroll of Cuthbertson’s Solicitors on 31 January.  Process changes had delayed sending the 
final documentation to the Parish Council relating to ‘The Green’, Willowgreen. However it was 
promised to be sent within the next few days. The Clerk confirmed he had updated Liz Humphries 
of Aimbaron Ltd of the situation. At the same time of writing Mr Carroll has also promised to 
provide an update on progress of the second conveyance, Mill Lane footpath.

b. item 3c: Mouldshaugh Developments – Update: The Chair reported he had met Jenny Green, Senior 
Planning Manager at Northumberland County Council to discuss the development and timing of 
the footpath joining Willowgreen with the play area at Brierley Gardens.  NCC initially suggested 
Mouldshaugh Developments would be required to build the footpath when all the plots in 
Willowgreen were complete. However as it appears the plots may potentially be sold for ‘self-build’ 
projects, as already seen, there is a concern it could be a very long time before the footpath is built. 
The Chair advised he referred to the documentation that confirmed the footpath should be built 
with the start of the development on the plots. 

Jenny Green has agreed to pursue Mouldshaugh Development to get the first phase of the 
footpath created (bordering the perimeter of the play area) and will use an enforcement notice if 
required.  

c. item 3f: Traffic safety through Otterburn: The Clerk reported he had spoken to Michael Connelly 
(LMAPS) on 31 January. He advised the meeting that there had been an enforcement police 
presence in the village within the last week. 10 drivers were stopped for speeding, four were 
considered serious enough to give a summons whilst the remaining six were given fixed penalties. 
None of the 10 lived locally.

Mr Connolly admitted his resources were split between 50 Parishes. Therefore whilst this is a start 
to improve traffic safety though Otterburn, longer term it was recommended contacting the 
Highways Department and that perhaps the larger the number of people contacting them will 
increase the chances of action being taken.

Mr Connolly further mentioned that there will be a high profile motorbike safety campaign in the 
area starting in Spring 2011.

Finally Mr Connolly advised that the driver at the centre of the accident at the Percy Arms Hotel 
on 27 September 2010 is to be prosecuted. 
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d. item 6c: Request for footpath official recognition alongside Otter Burn in field adjacent to Rede, Tyne and Coquet  
Sports Centre: The Chair provided a brief history of the position regarding the field in question. He 
advised that there had been several people reporting that they had felt intimidated by the cattle and 
bull in the field. Additionally there had been a number of people approaching the Parish Council 
requesting the official recognition of a footpath alongside the burn in the field.  The Chair reported 
that he had met with George Chapman to discuss the matter and had invited him to the meeting.  

Mr Chapman advised he recognised his responsibilities and that a footpath ran through the field. 
Hence he would never put any dangerous animals in the field.  He advised the cattle are friendly 
and used to humans and if anything they were just inquisitive. With the development of the shed 
planned in adjoining field it was planned that the bull would be located in the shed next winter and 
would be taken to another field by May latest. Mr Chapman advised he had put up ‘Bull in field’ 
signs either end of the footpath as well as ‘dog on lead’ signs but these had been damaged or 
removed by someone. 

Mr Chapman advised he did not want people walking around beside the Burn as this led the cattle 
to believe they were being herded that can make them run as well as for health and safety reasons 
i.e. steep slope next to the water.  Mr Chapman advised that the Burn is the only water access for 
the cattle until the shed is completed and next year there should be water supply.  He further 
advised that he planned to have 20 cows with calves after the shed was complete which should be 
approximately 8 – 9 weeks subject to the agreement on the type of access that needed to be 
constructed.

The Chair confirmed that IT WAS AGREED the Parish Council had decided not to support any 
application for the official recognition of a footpath alongside the Otter Burn through the field. 

4. Finance
a. Parish Clerk’s salary and expenses: The Clerk’s claim for salary and expenses for December, 2010 
and January, 2011 was AGREED.

b. Parish Precept 2011-12: The Clerk’s report was received.  After discussion IT WAS AGREED by 
all to request a precept of £5,000 maintaining the same figure as received the previous two financial 
years. 

c. Donation request from Great North Air Ambulance: IT WAS AGREED to make a donation of 
£200.00 to the Great North Air Ambulance. 

d. Northumberland National Park Authority: The Clerk’s Report was received. There were no 
comments.

5. Planning
a. NCC20100910: Construction of new agricultural access. Land adjacent to Rede Tyne and Coquet Sports  
Centre, Otterburn, Northumberland, NE19 1HE: The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED. 

b. NCC 20100966: Construction of cattle shed. Land adjacent to Rede, Tyne and Coquet Sports Centre,  
Otterburn, Ponteland, Northumberland, NE19 1HE: The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED.

c. NCC 20100925: Retention of 2 mobile homes to provide overnight accommodation for coach drivers. Old  
Filling Station, West End, Otterburn, Northumberland, NE19 1HB: The Clerk’s Report was received and 
AGREED.

d. NCC 20110008: Change of use and conversion of part of existing stone barn to two dwellings, including  
addition of one window and three rooflights to front and six rooflights to rear. Barn adjacent to The Vicarage,  
Otterburn, Northumberland, NE19 1NP: The application was reviewed and discussed. IT WAS 
AGREED that development would enhance the look of the building that did require some 
attention. However it was highlighted that parishioners Mr & Mrs Cowen had legal access across 
the land from their property to the third, top, barn. The application was approved subject to the 
continued access as mentioned.
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6. New business
a. Provision for clearing snow from footpaths in Otterburn: The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED. 

Discussion focused on key spots within the village including Dennis’s Lane, footpath alongside the 
Tower, Brierley Gardens, Willow Green and the school car park.  This meant many people were 
unable to get out of their house for a few weeks when the weather was particularly bad.  IT WAS 
AGREED the clerk would contact NCC as well as person who cleared Willow Green in a digger to 
investigate what can be done in future.

b. Hexham Courant – Tynedale Visitor 2011:  The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED.

7. Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council:  

8. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 
7.30pm on Tuesday, 1 March, 2011 at Rede Tyne and Coquet Sports Centre. 
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